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Graduate Aerospace Laboratories, Caltech

Pasadena, CA

Change: Housed in a historically-protected 

structure originally designed by Bertand Good-

hue in 1921, the Graduate Aerospace Labora-

tories at the California Institute of Technology 

(GALCIT) has accomplished some of the most 

revolutionary breakthroughs in the history of 

aeronautics. This 33,000 square foot renovati-

on of the department’s laboratories, conference 

rooms, and common spaces acknowledges 

these past achievements while also suggesting 

the multitude of exciting directions for its future.

Identity: The felt ceiling of the main conference 

room is a direct representation of a seminal 

flow diagram by Theodore von Karman, the 

founder of both GALCIT and the Jet Propulsi-

on Laboratory. Overall, the project’s design has 

provided an updated identity for the department 

and served as a model for future renovations on 

Caltech’s campus.

Transparency and Display: Throughout the pro-

ject, new glazed walls and windows bring light 

into formerly dark laboratories and classrooms, 

while also allowing views of innovative research 

being performed inside them. This heightened 

transparency has contributed to an atmosphere 

of interdisciplinary collaboration and cooperati-

on. Many of these new glass walls also incor-

porate vitrines that display meaningful historical 

artifacts. The overall result is that GALCIT’s stu-

dents and faculty are constantly inspired by the 

department’s past achievements, as well as the 

scientists and engineers responsible for them.

 PRINCIPALS IN CHARGE: Alice Kimm, John Friedman
PPROJECT ARCHITECT: Claudia Kessner
PROJECT DESIGNERS: Brendan Beachler, Garrett Belmont, 
Robert McFadden

MEINE HAUPTTÄTIGKEITSFELDER:

Research and preliminary design-phase

PROJEKTPHASE

1. Grundlagenermittlung
2. Wettbewerb | Vorplanung mit Kostenschätzung
3. Entwurfsplanung und Kostenberechnung
4. Genehmigungsplanung
5. Ausführungsplanung 
6. Vorbereitung der Vergabe
7. Mengen und Aufstellen von Leistungsverzeichnissen
8. Mitwirkung bei der Vergabe inklusive Kostenanschlag 
9. Objektüberwachung Bauüberwachung Objektbetreuung

PROJEKT: GALCIT Graduate Aerospace Laboratories, Caltech

PROJECT

DATUM: 2007|07
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L.A. Design Center

Los Angeles, CA

Urban catalyst: This project involved the trans-

formation of two derelict warehouses in South 

Los Angeles (formerly called South Central) 

into the first phase of a new showroom district 

whose purpose is to serve the area’s many fur-

niture manufacturers. The project also includes 

venues for cultural events. Part of a four-phase 

master plan, it contributes to the economic re-

newal of this historically overlooked neighbor-

hood with 20,000 square feet of exterior event 

space and 80,000 square feet of flexible interior 

space.

Sensitivity to Context: To show respect for the 

social history of the site, the existing buildings 

are layered with a richly textured palette of ma-

terials and screens that seem both permanent 

and impermanent at the same time. By turns 

hiding, revealing, and filtering aspects of the 

original buildings and the surrounding environ-

ment, they animate what is original to the site 

while simultaneously creating a unique identity 

for this venture.

 PRINCIPALS IN CHARGE: John Friedman
PROJECT TEAM: Alice Kimm, Dan Brunn

MEINE HAUPTTÄTIGKEITSFELDER:

preliminary design-phase; survey

PROJEKTPHASE

1. Grundlagenermittlung
2. Wettbewerb | Vorplanung mit Kostenschätzung
3. Entwurfsplanung und Kostenberechnung
4. Genehmigungsplanung
5. Ausführungsplanung 
6. Vorbereitung der Vergabe
7. Mengen und Aufstellen von Leistungsverzeichnissen
8. Mitwirkung bei der Vergabe inklusive Kostenanschlag 
9. Objektüberwachung Bauüberwachung Objektbetreuung

PROJEKT: LADC Los Angeles Design-center

PROJECT
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